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81
Pillbox-shaped Bonbonniére
Silver, shakudi (alloy of copper and gold),

and coral
6.4 % 4.1 X 1.35

82

Palanquin-shaped Bonbonniere
Silver

Total length 11.6; Height 4.4

83
Lantern-shaped Bonbonniére

Silver
Diameter 5.2; Height 6.85

84

Bonbonniére in the shape of a Noh
Drum

Silver

5.3 % 4.8; Height 3.6

85

Drum-shaped Bonbonniere
Silver

4.3 % 4.2; Height 7.1

86

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Military
Fan, with Chrysanthemum and
Paulownia Crest

Silver
6.4 % 3.6; Height 1.9

87

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Round
Fan, with Bush Clover and Flowing
Water Design

Silver
6.05 % 3.7; Height 1.75

88

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a
Japanese-style Ship

Distributed on May 9, 1929, on the occasion
of a luncheon for the Duke of Gloucester of
England

Silver

8.6 x 3.5; Height 8.2

89
Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Treasure Ship

Silver
3.1 x 9.2; Height 6.9

90
Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Hat
Worn on Formal Occasions

Silver
6.3 x 4.5; Height 6.0

91
Earth-shaped Bonbonniere

Distributed in commemoration of Prince
Takamatsu’s tour abroad

Silver

Diameter 6.1; Height 6.8

92
Globe-shaped Bonbonniére

Distributed in June 1931, from Empress
Dowager Teimei to Prince Takamatsu
Silver

Diameter 5.7; Height 11.0

93

Bonhonniére in the Shape of a Foreign
Book

Distributed on May 16, 1930

Silver

6.9 % 4.9; H3.2

94

Oval Bonbonniére with Coat of Arms
Distributed in 1922, on the occasion of the
visit to Japan by the Prince of Wales of En-
gland

Silver

7.0 % 5.1; Height 2.1

95

Oval Bonbonniere with Coat of Arms
Distributed in 1920, on the occasion of the
visit to Japan by the Crown Prince of Roma-
nia

Silver

6.6 x 4.8; Height 1.8

96

Horseshoe-shaped Bonbonniére with
Pine and Tomoe (Comma-shaped)
Design

With the family crest of the former princely
house of Takeda-no-miya

Silver

6.05 % 5.6; Height 1.85

97

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Six-
Petaled Flower with Design of
Chrysanthemum and Comma-shaped
Bead

With the family crest of the former princely
house of Kitashirakawa-no-miya

Silver

Diameter 5.75; Height 2.5

98

Bonbonniére in the Shape of Stacked
Boxes, with Crane and Pine Design
Distributed in 1910, on the occasion of the
marriage of Prince Yasuhiko (Prince Asaka)
Silver

4.9 x 4.2; Height 4.1

99

Bonbhonniére in the Shape of a Box,
with Swallow Design

Silver

4.8 % 3.8; Height 2.4

100

Bonbonniéere in the Shape of a
Tortoise Shell with Design of Cranes
Carrying Pine Branches in Beaks
Distributed on March 18, 1934, to com-
memorate the departure of Princess Ayako
of the Takeda-no-miya family

Silver

6.65 % 4.35; Height 1.7

101

Rectangular Bonbonniére with Wood
Grain Design

Silver

6.3 x 4.5; Height 2.5

102
Bonbonniére in the Shape of Stacked
Boxes

Silver
4.7 % 4.05; Height 5.0

103

Hexagonal Bonbonniere with Pine and
Crane Design

With the family crest of the former princely
house of Asaka-no-miya

Silver

6.3 % 5.4; Height 2.3

104

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a
Stationery Box with Stand

With the family crest of the former princely
house of Asaka-no-miya

Silver
6.0 x 5.05; Height 2.5

105-1
Letter Box-shaped Bonbonniére with
Scroll Design

Wood, lacquer, maki-e
6.7 x 3.5; Height 2.4

105-2

Letter Box-shaped Bonbonniére with
Scroll Design

Wood, lacquer, maki-e

6.65 » 3.0; Height 2.35

106

Bonbonnieére in the Shape of a Round
Incense Container, with Plum and
Scroll Design

Wood, rubbed lacquer, silver colored maki-e
Diameter 6.8; Height 2.7

107
Round Bonbonniére with Plum Design

Distributed on December 6, 1943, on the oc-
casion of the banquet celebrating the mar-
riage of Prince Higashikuni Morihiro and
Princess Shigeko

Bamboo, rubbed lacquer, silver colored
maki-e

Diameter 5.6; Height 2.3

108

Box-shaped Bonbonniere with Pine
and Plum Design

Distributed on December 6, 1943, to com-
memorate the marriage of Prince
Higashikuni Morihiro and Princess Shigeko
Paper body, black lacquer, maki-e

7.4 » 6.1; Height 3.3

109

Round Bonbonniére with Family Crest
With the family crest of former princely
house of Arisugawa-no-miya

Silver, cloisonné
Diameter 4.5; Height 2.4

110
Round Bonbonniere with Imperial
Crest

Silver
Diameter 5.0; Height 2.7

111
Bonbonniere in the Shape of a
Horseshoe

Silver
5.1 x 4.6; Height 2.15

112

Box-shaped Bonbonniére with
Paulownia Design and Tray
Distributed on April 28, 1928
Silver

6.65 % 4.7; Height 4.0

113

Box-shaped Bonbonniere

With Higashifushimi and Kamei family
crests

Silver

3.6 % 5.5; Height 2.5

114
Fan-shaped Bonbonniére
With Fushimi and Yanagisawa family crests

Silver
3.6 x 7.1; Height 2.85

115

Bonbonniére in the Shape of Stacked
Boxes, with Plum Design

Silver

6.4 x 5.4; Height 2.4

116

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Food
Container

Silver

Diameter 6.3; Height 2.6

117

Egg-shaped Bonbonniére with Bow
and Chrysanthemum Design

With the family crest of former princely
house of Kitashirakawa

Silver

6.0 x 4.5; Height 2.35

118

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Chinese
Chest, with Design of Phoenixes and
Paulownia

Silver

5.05 % 6.45; Height 5.0

119
Hexagonal Bonbonniére with Design
of Rock and Young Iris

Silver
5.65 % 6.5; Height 3.6



40

Bonbonniére in the Shape of Overlade
Fans with Pine, Bamboo, and Plum
Design

With family crest of the former princely
house of Fushimi-no-miya

Silver
3.95 x 7.9; Height 2.0

41

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Hinoki
Cypress Wood Fan

With family crest of the former princely
house of Kan'in-no-miya

Silver

5.7 % 6.0; Height 1.35

42

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Hinoki
Cypress Wood Fan with Design of
Wisteria and Cherry Blossoms

With family crest of the former princely
house of Takeda-no-miya

Silver

9.8 % 4.3; Height 1.2

43

Bonbonniére in the Shape of Overlade
Fans with Design of Pinecone, Plum,
and Bamboo

Silver
11.2 x 6.8; Height 1.4

44

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Headpiece Worn in a Bugaku (Court
Dance) Performance

Silver

7.4 x 6.3: Height 5.1

45

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Headpiece Worn in a Bugaku (Court
Dance) Performance

Distributed in 1926

Silver

6.3 % 6.3; Height 4.9

46

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Bird-
Shaped Ship

Silver

3.7 % 9.5; Height 4.7

47
Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Court
Carriage

Silver
8.65 < 4.5; Height 5.75

48

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Kemari
(“Kickball”)

Silver

Ball 4.4 < 4.9; Height 4.4; Total Height 7.5

49

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a
Sugoroku (Japanese Parcheesi) Board
Silver

4.9 = 3.2; Height 3.0

50

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Go
Board

Distributed on December 2, 1919, on the oc-
casion of the chakko ne gi (donning-of-the-
hakama ceremony) of Prince Takahito (HIH
Prince Mikasa)

Silver

5.25 x 4.7; Height 3.1

51

Bonbonniére in the Shape of an Eight-
Lobed Mirror Box with Plum Design
With family crest of the former princely
house of Kitashirakawa-no-miya

Silver

Diameter 5.0; Height 1.9; Total height 3.1

52
Bonbonniére in the Shape of an Eight-
Lobed Mirror Box

Silver
Diameter 5.1; Height 2.1

53

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Box for
a Mirror with Handle, with Design of
Violets

Silver
8.1 x 5.8; Height 1.45

54

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Book
with Protective Cover

Silver

5.6 % 3.8; Height 2.0

55

Bonbonniéere in the Shape of an
Ornamental Shelf

Silver

3.4 % 7.15; Height 5.4

56
Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Writing
Desk and Inkstone Case

Silver
3.6 < 7.05; Height 2.4

57

Bonbonniére in the Shape of an
Incense Burner

Silver

Diameter 5.4; Height 5.6

58

Bonbonniere in the Shape of an
Incense Burner with Handle
Distributed on December 20, 1924, on the
occasion of a luncheon for the American am-
bassador

Silver
Diameter 5.4; Height 6.4

59
Pail-Shaped Bonbonniére

Silver
Diameter (opening) 2.7; Height 9.0

60
Cylindrical Bonbonniére Decorated
with Fine Parallel Lines

Silver
Diameter 4.9; Height 5.7

61

Cylindrical Bonbonniére with Pine and
Crane Design

Silver

4.5 % 4.5; Height 5.4

62

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Potted
Chrysanthemum

Silver

4.2 % 4.75; Height 10.4

63

Bamboo-shaped Bonbonni¢re
Silver

Diameter 4.1; Height 5.3

64

Bamboo-shaped Bonbonniere
Distributed in July 1934, on the occasion of
the marriage of Prince Tsuneyoshi (Prince
Takeda)

Silver

6.5 % 3.15; Height 1.9

65

Bamboo-shaped Bonbonniere
Silver

Diameter (opening) 5.0; Height 2.1

66

Peach-shaped Bonbonniére

Distributed on May 14, 1925, to commemo-
rate the departure of Prince Chichibu to
study in England

Silver
5.3 x 4.7; Height 4.1

67

Peach-shaped Bonbonniere

With family crest of the former princely
house of Kitashirakawa-no-miya

Silver, colored leaf and branch

6.3 % 3.2; Height 4.05

Gourd-shaped Bonbonniére

Silver
Diameter 3.4; Height 5.6

69

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Rabbit
Ornament

With family crest of the former princely
house of Asaka-no-miya

Silver
6.8 % 4.8; Height 6.5

70

Bonbonniere in the Shape of an
Ornament Depicting a Family of
Turtles

Silver

4.7 % 5.5; Height 4.0

71
Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Falcon
Ornament

Silver
Diameter (base) 5.2; Height 7.9

72

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Hand
Drum

Silver

Pedestal base 4.2 x 4.2; Height 9.55

73

Bonbonnieére in the Shape of a Bird
Cage

Distributed on December 7, 1921, on the oc-
casion of a luncheon for Paul Claudel, the
new French ambassador

Silver

Diameter 5.2; Height 8.3

74

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a
Chicken Cage

Distributed on November 27, 1924, on the
occasion of a luncheon for Prince
Prajadhipok of Siam

Silver

Diameter 4.7; Height 7.0

75

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Bird
Cage

Distributed on May 29, 1924, on the occa-
sion of a luncheon commemorating the de-
parture from Japan of Ambassador Woods
of the United States

Silver

5.35 % 4.25; Height 5.4

76

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Bird
Cage

Distributed in 1926, on the occasion of a lun-
cheon for the Crown Prince of Sweden
Silver

Diameter 5.5; Height 7.5

77

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Bird
Cage

Silver

4.95 = 5.4; Height 5.0

78
Helmet-shaped Bonbonniére

Distributed on September 13, 1926, on the
occasion of a luncheon for the Crown Prince
of Sweden

Silver

6.0 % 6.9; Height 4.8

79
Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Folded
Paper Helmet

Silver
3.1 x 7.4; Height 5.0

80
Bonbonnieére in the Shape of a Sword
Guard

Silver
5.8 % 4.8; Height 1.5



16-1
Round Bonbonniere with Design of
Mandarin Ducks

Distributed on April 13, 1959, on the occa-
sion of a celebratory banquet commemorat-
ing the marriage of the Crown Prince (HIM
the Emperor)

Silver

Diameter 5.8; Height 2.2

16-2
Chrysanthemum-shaped Bonbonniére
with Design of Two Cranes

Distributed on April 3, 1959, on the occasion
of a private banquet commemorating the
marriage of the Crown Prince (HIM the
Emperor)

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 2.5

17

Round Bonbonniere with Design of
Cherry Blossom and the Japanese
Character Sakae

Distributed on April 10, 1984, on the occa-
sion of the 25th (silver) anniversary of the
marriage of the Crown Prince and Princess
(HIM the Emperor and Empress)

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.5

18-1

Round Bonbonniére with Phoenix
Design

Distributed in November 1990, in com-
memoration of the enthronement of HIM
the Emperor

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.4

18-2
Round Bonbonniere with Design of
Flowering Branches

Distributed on December 3, 1990, on the oc-
casion of a tea party at the Kyoto Imperial
Palace

Brass, silver plating

Diameter 6.0; Height 4

19
Round Bonbonniére with Chrysanthe-
mum Leaf Designs

Distributed in November 1999, to com-
memorate ten years of HIM the Emperor's
reign

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.5

20-1
Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Go
Board

Distributed in 1964, on the occasion of the
chakko no gi (donning-of-the-hakama cer-
emony) of Prince Naruhito (HIH the Crown
Prince)

Silver

4.35 » 5.0; Height 3.0

20-2
Fan-shaped Bonbonniére with
Japanese Hemlock Design

Distributed on October 18, 1970, on the oc-
casion of the chakko no gi (donning-of-the-
hakama ceremony) of Prince Fumihito (HIH
Prince Akishino)

Silver

5.7 % 6.4; Height 1.4

20-3

Flower-shaped Bonbonniere with
Water Lily Design

Distributed in December 1973, on the occa-
sion of the chakke no gi (donning-of-the-
hakama ceremony) of Princess Sayako
(HIH Princess Nori)

Silver
Diameter 5.7; Height 2.15

21

Round Bonbonniére with Circular
Design of Mandarin Ducks

Distributed in 1991, on the occasion of the
investiture ceremony of HIH the Crown
Prince

Silver

Diameter 6.8; Height 2.65

22-1

Round Bonbonniére with Crane and
Pine Design

Distributed in 1993, on the occasion of the
marriage of HIH the Crown Prince

Silver

Diameter 5.8; Height 2.3

22-2
Round Bonbonniére with Mandarin
Duck Design

Distributed in 1993, on the occasion of the
marriage of HIH the Crown Prince

Silver

Diameter 5.8; Height 2.4

23

Round Bonbonniere with Design of
Japanese Hemlock, Cypress, Fan, and
Iris

Distributed in 1990, on the occasion of the
marriage of Prince Fumihito (HIH Prince
Akishino)

Silver

Diameter 5.7; Height 3.3

24-1
Box-shaped Bonbonniére with Design
of Two Cranes and Clouds

Distributed on December 5, 1922, on the oc-
casion of the coming-of-age ceremony of
Prince Yasuhito (Prince Chichibu)

Silver

6.3 » 4.45; Height 3.1

24-2
Box-shaped Bonbonniére with Pine
and Scroll Design (Small)

Distributed in June 1922, on the occasion of
a private banquet commemorating the com-
ing-of-age ceremony of Prince Yasuhito
(Prince Chichibu); with the family crest of
the former princely house of Chichibu-no-
miya

Silver

5.15 % 3.95; Height 1.9

24-3
Box-shaped Bonbonniére with Pine
and Scroll Design (Large)

Distributed in June 1922, on the occasion of
a private banquet commemorating the com-
ing-of-age ceremony of Prince Yasuhito
(Prince Chichibu), with the family crest of
the former princely house of Chichibu-no-
miya

Silver

5.65 % 4.25; Height 2.2

25

Round Bonbonniere with Phoenix
Design

With family crest of the former princely
house of Chichibu-no-miya

Silver

Diameter 6.1; Height 3.6

26

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Hand
Drum with Design of Young Pines and
Stars

Distributed in 1928, on the occasion of a pri-
vate banquet held in advance of the marriage
of Prince and Princess Chichibu

Silver

4.25 % 5.8

27-1
Box-shaped Bonbonniere with Design
of Scattered Plum Blossoms

on the oc-

Distributed on January 13, 1925
casion of the coming-of-age ceremony of
Prince Takamatsu

Silver

5.2 % 3.9; Height 2.0

27-2

Round Bonbonniére with Design of
Scattered Plum Blossoms

Distributed on January 13, 1925, on the oc-
casion of the coming-of-age ceremony of
Prince Takamatsu

Silver

Diameter 6.4; Height 2.6

28

Suhama (Sandbar)-Shaped
Bonbonniere with Pine and Wave
Design

Distributed in 1930, on the occasion of the
marriage of Prince Takamatsu

Silver

3.95 = 6.2; Height 1.8

29

Box-Shaped Bonbonniére with
Rounded Corners, with Design of
Shrine Gateway and Japanese Cedar
Distributed on December 3, 1935, on the oc-
casion of the coming-of-age ceremony of
HIH Prince Mikasa

Silver

5.6 > 4.6; Height 1.9

Bonbonniéere in the Shape of an Eight-

Petaled Flower with Paulownia Design
Distributed on November 2, 1941, on the o¢-
casion of a dinner to announce the marriage
of HIH Prince Mikasa

Aluminum

Diameter 5.9; Height 2.0

30-2

Fan-Shaped Bonbonniere with Design
of Young Japanese Cedar and
Paulownia

Distributed on December 7, 1941, on the oc-
casion of a dinner commemorating the mar-
riage of HIH Prince Mikasa

Ceramic, overglaze enamels with silver de-
signs

6.8 % 9.4; Height 3.0

31

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Book
with Protective Cover

Distributed on December 12, 1925, on the
occasion of the naming of Princess Shigeko
Silver

5.5 % 4.2; Height 2.2

32

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Plum
Blossom

Distributed on December 6, 1929, on the oc-
casion of the chakko no gi (donning-of-the-
hakama ceremony) of Princess Shigeko
Silver

Diameter 5.1; Height 2.7

33

Scroll-shaped Bonbonniere

Distributed on October 6, 1929, on the oc-
casion of the naming of Princess Kazuko
Silver

Diameter 2.6; Height 7.7

34

Chrysanthemum-Shaped Bonbonniére
Distributed on the occasion of the chakko
no gi (donning-of-the-hakama ceremony) of
Princess Kazuko

Silver
Diameter 6.0; Height 2.8

35

Box-shaped Bonbonniére with Design
of a Bow and Scroll

Distributed on March 19, 1931, on the occa-
sion of a private banquet held in commemo-
ration of the naming of Princess Atsuko
Silver

5.5 % 4.55; Height 1.5

36

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Toy
Drum

Distributed on December 5, 1935, on the oc-
casion of a private banquet celebrating the
birth of Prince Masahito (HIH Prince
Hitachi)

Silver

Diameter 4.6; Total length 9.9

37

Bonbonniere in the Shape of a Wicker
Box

Distributed on April 1908, on the occasion
of a marriage in the princely house of
Takeda-no-miya

Silver

5.1 = 5.15; Height 2.6

38
Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Charcoal Container

Silver
6.2 x 4.7; Height 5.6

39

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Hexagonal Hibachi (Brazier)

Silver
5.2 % 5.8; Height 3.65

iii



Collections

Data are given in the following order: item
number, bonbonniére name, background in-
formation, medium, dimensions in centime-
ters.

1-1
Oval Bonbonniere with Crane and
Turtle Design

Distributed in 1894, on the occasion of the
25th anniversary celebration of the marriage
of Emperor Meiji

Silver

5.7 % 4.6; Height 1.6

1-2
Round Bonbonniére with Crane and
Turtle Design

Distributed in 1894, on the occasion of the
25th anniversary celebration of the marriage
of Emperor Meiji

Silver

Diameter 5.2; Height 1.8

2-1
Basket-shaped Bonbonniere

Distributed in 1915, on the occasion of the
grand banquet held on the second day of
the enthronement ceremony of Emperor
Taisho

Silver

Diameter 6.6; Height 2.9

2-2
Oak Leaf Box-shaped Bonbonniére

Distributed in 1915, on the occasion of the
grand banquet held on the second day of
the enthronement ceremony of Emperor
Taisho

Silver

6.1 % 6.05; Height 2.9

2-3

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Eight-
Lobed Mirror Box, with Phoenix
Design

Distributed in 1915, on the occasion of the
enthronement ceremony of Emperor Taisho
Silver

Diameter 6.4; Height 2.5

3-1

Bonbonniére with Two Cranes
Distributed on June 30, 1925, on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary celebration of
the marriage of Emperor Taisha

Silver

Base 5.5 x 6.3; Total height 8.4

3-2

Chrysanthemum-shaped Bonbonniére
with Design of Two Phoenixes
Distributed on May 10, 1926, on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary celebration of
the marriage of Emperor Taisho

Silver
Diameter 5.9; Height 3.1

4

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Six-
Petaled Flower, with Mandarin Duck
Design

Distributed on November 29, 1916, on the
occasion of the investiture ceremony of the
Crown Prince (Emperor Showa)

Silver

6.0 x 6.4; Height 2.2

5-1

Bonbonniére in the Shape of an Eight-
Lobed Mirror, with Design of Two
Cranes

Distributed on May 10, 1919, on the occa-
sion of the coming-of-age ceremony of the
Crown Prince (Emperor Showa)

Silver

6.3 = 6.2; Height 2.5

5-2

Round Bonbonniere with Cranes
Carrying Pine Branches in Beaks
Distributed on May 13, 1919, on the occa-
sion of the coming-of-age ceremony of the
Crown Prince (Emperor Showa) (luncheons
held at the Kasumigaseki Detached Palace
through May 14)

Silver

Diameter 5.2; Height 2.0

6-1
Box-shaped Bonbonniere with Wave
Design

Distributed on September 15, 1921, on the
occasion of a luncheon commemorating the
return to Japan by the Crown Prince (Em-
peror Showa)

Silver

5.5 x 4.25; Height 2.3

6-2

Box-shaped Bonbonniére with Wave
Design

Distributed on September 15, 1921, on the
occasion of a luncheon commemorating the
return to Japan by the Crown Prince (Em-
peror Showa)

Silver

5.52 % 3.9; Height 1.95

7-1

Hexagonal Bonbonniere with Flying
Crane and Pine Design

Distributed on May 31, 1924, on the occa-
sion of the marriage of the Crown Prince
(Emperor Showa)

Wood (red sandalwood)

4.6 % 5.3; Height 3.0

7-2

Egg-shaped Bonbonniére with
Tortoise-Shell Design

Distributed on June 7, 1924, on the occasion
of the marriage of the Crown Prince (Em-
peror Showa)

Silver

4.8 % 6.2; Height 4.0

8-1
Bonbonnieére in the Shape of a Large
Gagaku (Imperial Court Music) Drum

Distributed on November 17, 1928, on the
occasion of the grand banquet held on the
second day of the enthronement ceremony
of Emperor Showa

Silver

445 < 4.4; Height 11.1

8-2

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a
Hanging Lantern

Distributed on November 17, 1928, on the
occasion of the dinner held on the second
day of the enthronement ceremony of Em-
peror Showa

Silver

5.4 % 54; Height 4.7

8-3

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Halberd
and Banner

Distributed in 1928, on the occasion of the
enthronement ceremony of Emperor Showa
Silver, brocade

3.2 % 3.2; Height 17.3

9-1

Bonbonniere in the Shape of Stacked
Boxes with Crane and Pine Design
Distributed on January 26, 1949, on the oc-
casion of a banquet celebrating the 25th (sil-
ver) wedding anniversary of Emperor
Showa

Silver

4.9 % 4.3; Height 4.2

9-2

Bonbonniére in the Shape of Stacks of
Tanzaku (Paper Strips for Writing
Poetry) with Morning Glory and Pine
Branch Design

Distributed on January 26, 1949, on the oc-
casion of a banquet celebrating the 25th (sil-
ver) wedding anniversary of Emperor
Showa

Silver

8.5 = 3.3; Height 1.3

10

Round Bonbonniére with Bamboo and
Plum Design

Distributed on January 26, 1974, on the oc-
casion of a private banquet celebrating the
golden wedding anniversary of Emperor
Showa

Silver

Diameter 5.4; Height 3.2

11-1

Round Bonbonniere with Bamboo
Design

Distributed in March 1971, in celebration of
the seventieth birthday of Emperor Showa
Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 2.3

11-2
Round Bonbonniére with Peach
Blossom Design

Distributed on March 9, 1973, on the occa-
sion of a private banquet celebrating the sev-
entieth birthday of Empress Nagako (HIM
the Empress Dowager)

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 2.2

11-3

Round Bonbonniere with Bamboo and
Pigeon Design

Distributed in 1981, in celebration of the
eightieth birthday of Emperor Showa
Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.2

11-4
Round Bonbonniére with Peach
Blossom Design

Distributed on March 6, 1983, in celebration
of the eightieth birthday of Empress Nagako
(HIM the Empress Dowager)

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.2

12-1
Round Bonbonniére with Design of
Map of Western Europe

Distributed in 1971, in commemoration of a
visit to Europe by Emperor Showa and Em-
press Nagako (HIM the Empress Dowager)
Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 4.7

12-2
Round Bonbonniéere with Design of
Map of North America

Distributed in 1975, in commemoration of a
visit to the United States by Emperor Showa
and Empress Nagako (HIM the Empress
Dowager)

Silver

Diameter 5.5; Height 3.2

13-1

Round Bonbonniére with Imperial
Crest

Distributed in November 1976, in com-
memoration of the fiftieth year of the reign
of Emperor Showa

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.3

13-2

Round Bonbonniéere with Imperial
Crest

Distributed in 1976, in commemoration of
the fiftieth year of the reign of Emperor
Showa

Br: silver plating

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.3

13-3

Round Bonbonniéere with Chrysanthe-
mum Design

Distributed in 1986, in commemoration of
the sixtieth year of the reign of Emperor
Showa

Silver

Diameter 6.0; Height 3.4

14

Bonbonniére in the Shape of a Papier-
Maché Dog

Distributed in 1933, on the occasion of a ban-
quet celebrating the birth of HIM the Em-
peror

Silver

3.0 % 5.4; Height 5.0

15-1,2
Round Bonbonniéres with Mandarin
Duck Design

Distributed on November 11, 1952, on the
occasion of the invitational luncheon for the
members of the Kikuei Friendship Club to
commemorate the investiture ceremony of
the Crown Prince (HIM the Emperor)
Silver

Diameter 4.7; Height 2.8



Celebratory Miniature Boxes: The Decorative Beauty of the Bonbonniere

Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan

Foreword

Bonbonniere is the French word for a small container for bonbons. In Europe, bon-
bons are sometimes presented at celebrations like the birth of a child or a wedding, as
small gifts that will enhance the joyousness of the event. The Japanese Imperial Family,
too, has come to follow this custom in the modern era, using small containers filled with
candy as gifts on such occasions.

These bonbonniéeres seem to have first come into use around the time of the ban-
quet celebrating the twenty-fifth wedding anniversary of Emperor Meiji in 1894. There-
after, bonbonniéres of various elaborate designs have been produced for auspicious
occasions such as the enthronement of the Emperor, the investiture of the Crown Prince,
the birth of a child in the Imperial Family, the child’s donning-of-the-kakama ceremony,
the coming-of-age ceremony, and marriage. They have been made as well as for ban-
quets commemorating such events as members of the Imperial Family embarking on
overseas visits. While most of the bonbonniéres are made of silver, some have addition-
ally used cloisonné, while still others are made of lacquer on wood, ceramics, or bam-
boo.

This exhibition introduces approximately 150 bonbonniéres redolent with both
charm and beauty. Selected have been works dating mostly from before or during the
early Showa era, presenting an especially wide variety of designs and techniques.
Bonbonnieres are being given as accompaniment to celebratory occasions in the Impe-
rial Family even today, and by examining their changes over time and their designs, this
exhibition seeks to introduce one aspect of the arts and crafts surrounding Imperial
celebrations. We hope that the viewer will take this opportunity to enjoy the aesthetic
beauty of the bonbonniere.





